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Welcome to the 3rd Edition of our school newsletter! 
Our team is dedicated to giving you past, current, and future 

information about Miller Middle School, in Riverside, and 
even worldly happenings!  

Macaw Happenings  

By  Abby Flojo,Hailey Yem,Olivia Reyes,and Sonia Garcia 
On December 14th,  there 
will be a  fire drill during 3rd 
period. Fire drills are very 
important, because they 
help us prepare in case of 
an emergency. 

 
There will be no school on 
the 15th, because it is 
Martin Luther King Jr. day. 
 

 

On December 19th, there 
will be a band and choir 
holiday concert from 
6-8pm.  Hope you can 
make it. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 22nd of December 
there will be a  school spirit 
day where we get to wear 
our pajamas. 

 
 There will also be a band 
and choir concert from 1-2 
pm. 

 
 

 
 



  

 
Finals week is the 
23rd-25th of January but 
thankfully, we were off 
Friday the 26th. Yay! 
 

 

On Wednesday, the 17th 
of January  we will have 
our second round of 
MAPS testing in reading. 
Make sure to write your 
score in your planner! 

 
On  the 31st of January 
we will have Maps Testing 
for math.  
So make sure to write 
your score in your planner. 

On the 22nd of December 
we will have our winter 
break.  We will return the 
8th of January.  

 
 
On January 20th we will 
have our 7th grade 
basketball tournament.  

 

 

Worldly Happenings 
By: Linzy D. Collin B.  Camden D.  

North Korea had some an event happen when they were testing 
missiles and one of their missile testings went terribly wrong. As a result, it 
ended in a very fiery explosion, but thankfully nobody was hurt in the 
devastating explosion that could have injured hundreds of people. 

Disneyland has set up for Christmas 2017. They took down all of the 
Halloween decorations and put up Christmas decorations!  Disneyland is 
very fun and festive this year. Disneyland is a great place for kids and 
people of all ages to go to have fun. 

 

 
 



  

 

 On the Rise(Trends) 
By:Bianca Magana, Katie Beckum, Mia Ixta 

                Here are some current fashion trends in 2017… 

 

One of the trends are the Vans shown above. Lots of people have been 
wearing these and they are very cute.They can be found at stores like 
Vans, Zumiez, and many more! 

Another trend is ripped jeans like the ones above. People wear them in 
many different colors.You can find them at almost all clothing stores. 

Another trend is the Santa Cruz sweaters or shirts.They have been very 
popular.  You can find them at stores like Zumiez and Tilly's.They also 
come in many colors. 

Lastly another very popular trend is PINK sweaters, backpacks, and 
shirts.They have been a cute trend for a while now. Many people wear 
them in different colors and styles.  You can find them at any Victoria’s 
Secret store. 

 
 

 

 
 



  

 

HEALTH  
By Sumaya and Kaylee 

Are you having trouble staying fit during the holidays? 
Maybe try a stricter diet or a workout! 

Diet 
 Here are some healthy dessert and snack recipes to 
help you stay in shape for the holidays and still have 

something sweet. 
Some snacks can be Grinch kabobs or fruit Christmas 

trees.  
http://nourishingminimalism.com/2013/11/grinch-kabobs.html 

this is the link for Grinch kabobs 
http://ginger-and-garlic.blogspot.ro/2009/12/espresso-ch
ocolate-truffles-and-wish.html  and this is the link for 

the fruit Christmas trees. 

 
 

http://nourishingminimalism.com/2013/11/grinch-kabobs.html
http://ginger-and-garlic.blogspot.ro/2009/12/espresso-chocolate-truffles-and-wish.html
http://ginger-and-garlic.blogspot.ro/2009/12/espresso-chocolate-truffles-and-wish.html


  

 
 

Healthy desserts include Candy Cane Carob Bark 
which is basically name for peppermint bark, but with a 

healthy alternative to chocolate.  
https://www.jesselanewellness.com/recipes/candy-cane-

carob-bark/ or Chocalate Peppermint Cookies. 
https://www.jesselanewellness.com/recipes/chocolate-p

eppermint-cookies/ 
 

Workout 
Need to stay fit? Workout! Try the following 

workout and workout music playlist to pump you up! 

Stomach Conditioning 
● Snap-ups (lay on your back and touch 
your toes like the picture) Goal: 1 minute 

 
 

https://www.jesselanewellness.com/recipes/candy-cane-carob-bark/
https://www.jesselanewellness.com/recipes/candy-cane-carob-bark/
https://www.jesselanewellness.com/recipes/chocolate-peppermint-cookies/
https://www.jesselanewellness.com/recipes/chocolate-peppermint-cookies/


  

 
● Bicycle Crunch (hold hollow position and crunch 

side to side like the picture) Goal: 30 of them 
● Sit-ups Goal: 50 
● Leg lifts Goal: 30 
● Tuck-ups (same as snap-up but bent legs to your 

chest) Goal: 1 minute 

Arm Conditioning 
● Push ups Goal: 2 sets of 25 
● Backwards push-ups Goal: 2 sets of 25 
● Bicep curls Goal 

Leg workout 
● Squats 
● Lunges 
● Tuck jumps 
● Toe rises 
● Jump lunges 

Good Luck! 
Here is a pump-up music playlist to listen to when you 
workout. 

1. One More Time- Daft Punk  
2. Single Ladies- Adele 
3. This is How We Roll- Florida Georgia Line 
4. Chainsaw- Band Perry 
5. Eye of a Tiger- Survivor 

 
 



  

 
6. We Will Rock You- Queen 
7. Smells Like Teen Spirit- Nirvana 
8. One Life- Vice Grip 
9. Work- Iggy Azalea 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  

 

      Clubs/Elective Spotlight 
By: Amaya Lopez, Sean’na Jones, and Marshall Huynh 

  

        Personal Finance Club 

 Mr. McCloud  
 When you made this club, did you have a goal? 
¨To teach middle schoolers how to be responsible with their money and not waste              
it all away so if they actually do have money in their hand, they will have plans                 
how to spend it.¨ 
What influenced you to lead this club? 
I want to teach the kids how not to make the same mistakes I did like owing                 
$300,000 on student loans. 

How long have you taught this club? 
I have taught this club for 2 years. 

What activities do you do? 
Plan how to save money, create real businesses, play Monopoly. 

What other subjects do you teach? 
U.S. History 

What is so unique about this club? 
We earn money throughout the year. 

Why should students choose this as their club? 
So that they know how to be successful with money.  

 
 



  

 

                                                         Soccer Club 

Mr. Mejia  

What made you teach soccer? 
I think that it is better than silent reading. 
How long have you been coaching soccer? 
I’ve been teaching soccer for 8 years. 
What other subjects do you like teaching ? 
I only like teaching soccer and P.E. 
Why do you like soccer? 
I like teaching soccer because it is a fun sport. 
What is so unique about this club to you? 
That students gets to play soccer  with me. 
Do you teach other activities? 
I do not teach any other activities. 
Do you have any kids? 
I do not have any kids. 

Entertainment  
                                      By Angelie Landar, Isabelle Leyvas, Hannah Park 
 

Popular Songs 
1. “Rockstar” Post Malone, 21 Savage*repetitive* 
2. “Havana” Camila Cabello, Young Thug*catchy* 

3. “New Rules” Dua Lipa*all over the place* 

4. “Wolves” Selena Gomez, Marshmallow*?* 

 
 



  

 
5. “What Lovers Do” Maroon 5, SZA*ok* 

6.  “Dusk ‘Till Dawn” - Radio edit ZAYN, Sia*what is this?* 

7. “Perfect” Ed Sheeran*YES* 

8. “Too Good At Goodbyes” Sam Smith*SLAYYYYYYY* 

9. “Silence” Marshmello, Khalid*. . . * 
10. “Let You Down” NF*meh* 

New Movies coming out in December  
 1. Jumanji PG 13 

 
 
 
 
2.The Greatest Showman PG 

 
3.Ferdinand PG13 

 
4. Star Wars: The Last Jedi PG 13 

 
 



  

 

 
 

Top ten actors of 2017 
1. Mark Wahlberg $68 mil 
2.Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson $65 mil 
3.Vin Diesel $54.5 mil 
4.Adam Sandler $50.5 mil 
5.Jackie Chan $49 mil  
6.Robert Downey Jr $48 mil 
7.Tom Cruise $43 mil 
8.Shah Rukh Khan $38 mil 
9.Salman Khan $37 mil 
10.Akshay Kumar $35.5 mil 

Must watch Netflix shows… 
Stranger Things  
The walking Dead 
riverDale 

 
 



  

 

Meet... 

Mrs. Blasjo  
How long have you been teaching? 
I have been teaching for 14 years. 
What do you do on your free time? 
I love to read and enjoy watching police drama on TV and also taking 
computer classes. 
What school’s have you taught at before you came to Miller? 
Chappell Elementary School and Mark Twain. 
What’s your favorite subject? 
History is my favorite subject.  
Were you good at language arts when you were a kid? 
Yes, my mother was a language arts teacher 
How many years have you been teaching language arts? 
I have been teaching language arts for seven years. 
What’s your favorite sport to watch? 
I like watching  football. My favorite teams are Washington Redskins and 
the Rams. 
How many years have you taught middle school? 
I have taught for 8 years at the secondary level. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
The most exciting moment in my life was when my first child was born. 
 
 

 
 



  

 

 

Ms.Donahoo   
How long have you been teaching? 
I have been teaching for 25 years. 
What do you do on your free time? 
I go to the gym, go to the beach, go hiking, and walk my dog. 
How many years have you taught at Miller? 
I have taught for eight years at Miller Middle School. 
How long have you been teaching History? 
I have been teaching history for 23 years. 
What was the most embarrassing moment of your life? 
I ran into a sliding glass door one time.  
 What is your favorite sport to watch? 
I don’t like sports, but if I had to, I would watch football. 
What schools have you taught at before you came to Miller? 
I taught at Frisbie Middle School in Rialto and Chemawa  
 for 3 years before I came here. 
 

Mr. Luchsinge r 

 
 



  

 
How long have you been teaching? 
I have been teaching for 12 years 
What do you do on your free time? 
Play video games, watch television, and go to Disneyland 
What school’s have you taught at before you came to Miller? 
Just Earhart, Ramona, and U.C. Irvine 
What’s your favorite subject? 
Science. 
Were you good at science when you were a kid? 
Definitely, yes. 
How many years have you been teaching science? 
All 9 years since the school opened. 
What’s your favorite sport to watch? 
Baseball. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
I was in the middle of church listening to ophra music  and then I started to 
sing out loud. 
 

Mrs. Inglese  
Why did you become a principal’s secretary? 
It was a promotion from my previous job. 
How long have you been working at FAMMS? 
I have worked at FAMMS for 2 and a half years and have been in the 
district for 24 years. 
What is your favorite part about working at Miller? 
My coworkers and it is a very pretty school. 
Have you had any other jobs at a school? 

 
 



  

 
Yes, I started as a school office assistant, then I was an office assistant, an 
attendance assistant, an assistant principal's secretary, and a principal’s 
secretary. 
If you were a teacher, what subject and/or grade would you teach? 
I would teach preschool or kinder. 
What do you do in your free time? 
I spend time with my family. 
What was the most embarrassing moment of your life? 
When I was your age, I bowled competitively and something was on my 
shoe and I fell.  
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
The birth of my grandchildren. 
Where do you go to relax? 
In my room or church. I like to read. 
Have you ever been out of state? If so, which one was your favorite? 
Yes, my favorite is Hawaii. 
 

Mrs. Innes  
Why did you choose to be an an Office Assistant? 
It worked out well with my family’s schedule. 
How long have you been working at FAMMS?  
I have been working here for two years. 
What is your favorite part about working at FAMMS? 
The students and staff. 
Have you had any other jobs in a school office or a school? 

 
 



  

 
I was a noon supervisor at Lake Matthews. 
If you were a teacher, what subject and grade would you teach? 
Second grade because the kids are smart, but not too smart. 
What do you do on your free time? 
I sleep. 
What was the most embarrassing moment of your life? 
Mrs. Crothers pulled a prank on me and I believed her. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
The birth of my children. 
Where do you go to relax? 
Outside for a run. 
Have you ever been out of state? 
Yes, my favorites were Hawaii, Washington D.C., New York, and 
Pennsylvania.  
 

Mrs. Ricciardi  
Why did you choose to be a registrar? 
I was looking for advancement. 
How long have you been working at FAMMS? 
I am starting my fourth year. 
What is your favorite part about working at FAMMS? 
I like all the people and students. 
Have you had any other jobs in a school office or a school? 
I have substituted. 
If you were a teacher, what subject and grade would you teach? 

 
 



  

 
I would probably teach first grade. 
What do you do on your free time? 
I don’t have a lot of free time. I drive my twins around. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
Finding out that I was pregnant with twins. 
Where do you go to relax? 
I get a pedicure. 
 

Mrs. Lower  
Why did you choose to be an assistant principal's secretary? 
It was the next step for me. 
How long have you been working at FAMMS? 
This is my seventh year. 
What is your favorite part about working at FAMMS? 
I get to spend most of my day with amazing people and working with the 
students here. 
Have you had any other jobs in a school office or a school? 
I was an office assistant, attendance clerk, and Title 1 Assistant. 
If you were a teacher, what subject and grade would you teach? 
I would teach kindergarten. 
What do you do on your free time? 
I cook, camp, swim, go to the beach, church, and be with my family. 
What was the most embarrassing moment of your life? 

 
 



  

 
I dressed up as an old lady for Halloween and went to school, but it wasn't 
the day we were supposed to dress up. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
Everyday raising my children. 
Where do you go to relax? 
Anywhere near the ocean, watching the water. 
Have you ever been out of state? 
I have been to Texas, Puerto Rico, New York, Utah, Arizona, Texas, 
Georgia, the Caribbean, and Hawaii. 
 

Mrs. Mirizio  
Have you had any other jobs in a school office or a school? 
Yes, I was a special education instructional aide, office assistant, registrar, 
and attendance clerk. 
If you were a teacher, what subject and grade would you teach? 
I would teach kindergarten. 
What do you do on your free time? 
I like to go for Harley rides and drag races because we race. 
What was the most embarrassing moment of your life? 
Being asked for an ID when I wasn't old enough to have one. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
The day I got married. 
Where do you go to relax? 
I relax at home, read, and watch Hallmark movies. 

 
 



  

 
Have you ever been out of state? 
Yes I have. 
 

Mr. Aguirre  
Why did you choose to be a PE teacher? 
I used to work at baseball camps so teaching was a kind of extention for 
me.  
How long have you been working at FAMMS? 
This my 9th year. 
What is your favorite part about working at FAMMS? 
The people, students, teachers, and everyone here. Plus, I just genuinely 
like being here.  
If you taught another subject, what would you teach? 
I would teach history or AVID. 
What do you do on your free time? 
Be a dad. I coached baseball at CBU. 
What was the most embarrassing moment of your life? 
During my second year of teaching, I was playing ultimate frisbee and fell in 
a puddle. 
What was the most exciting moment of your life? 
The day I married my wife and the day my child was born, 
 
 

 
 



  

 

Sports  

By Marina Smalley, Kadence Knudsen,Julian 
Current Standings for NHL 

 
 

Team Spotlight 
                     Detroit Red Wings 

                     

 
The Detroit Red Wings are a professional ice hockey team based in Detroit, Michigan. They are 
members of the Atlantic Division in the Eastern Conference of the National Hockey League (NHL) 
and are one of the original six teams of the league Founded in 1926, the team was known as the 

Detroit Cougars  until 1930. For the 1930–31 and 1931–32 seasons the team was called the 
Detroit Falcons, and in 1932 the name changed to the Red Wings. 

  
 

 



  

 

Current Standings for MLB 
Click the image below for a link to current information about the MLB 

By Marina Smalley 

 
www.mlb.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MLB Player Spotlight 
Clayton Kershaw 

 

   Kershaw has thrown 31,517 pitches between 2007 through 2017. He won the 
pitching Triple Crown and the National League Cy Young Award. Kershaw was drafted 
seventh overall in the 2006 MLB draft 
  
 
 

                                                  Justin Verlander  

 
 

http://mlb.mlb.com/home
http://www.mlb.com/


  

 
 

 

Verlander has thrown 38,700 pitches between 2007 through 2017. He played for the 
Detroit Tigers for 13 seasons.The winner of a number of accolades, Verlander is a 

six-time MLB All-Star and has led the AL in strikeouts four times. In 2006, Verlander 
was named the AL Rookie of the Year. 

World series 
The Houston Astros “WON” the world 

series with a 5 to 1 score. The first time 
the Astros have won a World Series. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 



  

 

Current Standings for NFL 

By: Julian 

 
www.nfl.com 

 
 

Julian Edelman was born on May 22 of 1986. He is a wide 
receiver for the New England Patriots. He played college 
football for Kent State. He got drafted into the Patriots in 
the 7th round of the 2009 NFL Draft. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.nfl.com/
http://www.nfl.com/


  

 

 
 

Current Information for MLS 
click the link below for current soccer info 

By Kadence 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Soccer Player Spotlight  
Cristiano Ronaldo 

 
 



  

 
  
                Cristiano Ronaldo is a professional soccer player for the Real 
`Madrid C.F.  His position is forward. Ronaldo was born on February 5th, 
1985 and has three other older siblings. Ronaldo first started playing 
soccer when he was eight and was sometimes called “Little Bee” because 
no one could catch him. When he was 14, he got expelled from school and 
he put all of his focus and attention to soccer and football. When Ronaldo 
was 15, he was diagnosed with racing heart, a condition that made him 
give up playing football and focus more on soccer. His first professional 
game was for the Portuguese Super League at age 17, a game that would 
eventually make him one of the greatest players ever.  
 

Winter olympics 

 
Winter sports 

By: Kadence Knudsen and Marina Smalley  
Alpine Skiing, Biathlon, Bobsleigh, Cross Country Skiing, 
Curling, Figure Skating, Freestyle Skating, Ice Hockey, 
Luge, Nordic Combined, Short Track Speed Skating, 

 
 



  

 
Skeleton, Ski Jumping, Snowboard, and Speed Skating 
are the winter sports for this year’s winter Olympics.  The 
dates are February 9th - February 25th.  Keep an eye out 
for times on your local news channels. 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Facts for the month of January- 
 

● The zodiac signs for January are Capricorn 
and Aquarius. 

● New Mexico became the 47th state on 
January 6.  

● January is National Stay Healthy month. 
● January is Universal Human Rights month. 
● On January 1,  Hansel Monday is celebrated 

in Scotland and Northern England. 
● January 26 is Republic Day in India. 

 
 



  

 
● On January 1, 1863 the Emancipation 

Proclamation was signed by Abraham 
Lincoln. 

●  The first day of winter is December 21. It is 
the shortest day of the year and the longest 
night of the year.  

                

 
 



  

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 
 



  

 
Macawmics

 
 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  

 
 

ASB COLUMN 
By Brayden Rosa 

 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year again! ASB has 
many plans to bring up Miller’s Christmas joy! First off, we 
are having an ugly Christmas sweater contest. After going 
over our top contestants, ASB will decide who gains the 
title of owning the ugliest sweater ever. Then, the teachers 
will have a challenge as well. All different subjects, per 
grade, will decorate their door frame. They may use lights, 
wrapping paper, etc. Then after some voting, we will see 
which door reigns supreme. Be sure to watch out for these 
competitions this December. Have a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 
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